
What the Future Holds
The Book of Life
Ever since the release of
Discovery of Witches and Shadow
of Night, Books 1 and 2 in the
“All Souls” trilogy by Deborah
Harkness, we have eagerly await-
ed the final installment. Our wait
is now over with the release of The
Book of Life ($28.95, Viking,
9780670025596), the deeply satisfy-
ing finale. After traveling through time in Book 2, histo-
rian and witch Diana Bishop and vampire scientist
Matthew Clairmont return to the present to face new
crises and old enemies. With themes of power and pas-
sion, family and caring, past deeds and their present con-
sequences, the couple at last learn what the witches dis-
covered so many centuries ago using ancient knowledge
and modern science. If you’ve enjoyed Harry Potter,
Twilight, and the Outlander series, you’ll love this one!

The Queen of the Tearling
A new fantasy classic in the making, if The Queen of the
Tearling ($26.99, Harper, 9780062290366), Erika
Johansen’s debut, is any indication. On her nineteenth
birthday, Princess Kelsea Raleigh Glynn, raised in exile,
sets out on a perilous journey back to the castle of her
birth to ascend her rightful throne. Plain and serious, a
girl who loves books and learning, Kelsea bears little
resemblance to her mother, the vain
and frivolous Queen Elyssa. But
though she may be inexperienced and
sheltered, Kelsea is not defenseless
— around her neck hangs the
Tearling sapphire, a jewel of immense
magical power; and accompanying
her is the Queen’s Guard, a cadre of
brave knights. Kelsea will need them
all to survive a cabal of enemies who
will use every weapon to prevent her
from wearing the crown. The quest to
save her kingdom and meet her des-
tiny has only just begun — if only she
can survive.

The Bone Clocks
Following a scalding row with
her mother, fifteen-year-old
Holly Sykes slams the door on
her old life. But Holly is no typi-
cal teenage runaway: A sensitive
child once contacted by voices
she knew only as “the radio peo-
ple,” Holly is a lightning rod for
psychic phenomena. Now, as she

wanders deeper into the English countryside, visions and
coincidences reorder her reality until they assume the
aura of a nightmare brought to life. For Holly has caught
the attention of a secret clique of dangerous mystics —
and their enemies. But her lost weekend is merely the
prelude to a shocking disappearance that leaves her
family irrevocably scarred. This unsolved mystery will
echo through every decade of Holly’s life, affecting all
the people Holly loves — even the ones who are not yet
born. A master of interconnected tales, David Mitchell
will leave you spell-bound when you read his latest
novel, The Bone Clocks ($30, Random House, 978-
1400065677). Avail. 9/2
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Dear Booklover,
The “Dog Days of Summer” are known for heat, so we welcome some shade and 
respite from the intensity of the sun. The book business has also experienced some heat 
over the past few months, as you’ve likely read about the heated exchanges between 

Amazon and Hachette Publishing 
Group. Our attention is usually 
drawn to a blockbuster author or the 
discovery of an amazing new writer, 
but we can’t ignore the power plays 
between these major corporate forces 
in the book industry.

All of our colleagues with independent 
bookstores have watched with interest 
to see a large publisher like Hachette 
stand up against Amazon. Rather than 
simply agree to the demands made by 
Amazon, Hachette asked to negotiate 
terms of sale. When Amazon didn’t 
budge, Hachette held fi rm. Amazon 

then began making Hachette titles harder for customers to order. Successful Hachette 
authors like James Patterson and Malcolm Gladwell have spoken up in support of 
Hachette’s decision and other publishers are nervously watching on the sidelines, 
wondering if they might be the next target in Amazon’s cross-hairs.

This appears to be a part of the greater “Race to Cheap” that has been playing out in 
many industries. Single corporations that have secured a sizable part of the market 
begin fl exing muscles … demanding better deals and punishing vendors if their 
demands are not met — for the sake of corporate profi ts rather than consumer benefi ts.

There is no doubt there have been effi ciencies gained in the book business over time, 
yet the process is still labor intensive. Writers create their work, sometimes spending 
years on a single book. Agents scout for great writers. Publishers edit, design, produce, 
and introduce new works. Distributors stock and ship books. And bricks-and-mortar 
and online booksellers choose books they want to sell as a way of connecting readers 
and writers. Are you aware that only eight percent of writers actually make a living 
writing books?

Most of us in the book industry honor the value of every contribution that  makes 
books come alive in our culture. While there is a slim profi t margin at each step, we’ve 
honored the fact that everyone needs to achieve that slim profi t to remain sustainable. 

In this issue of the river’s end newsletter, you’ll fi nd books from a variety of publishers 
with a special nod to books published by Hachette imprints and divisions. Some of 
our favorite novelists are back with new summer releases and you’ll fi nd some steamy 
love stories, mysteries, and thrillers to keep you engrossed until the very last page. If 
you know of a little one heading off to school, there are some adorable tales to help 
them along and if you’re ready for a new project, there are some fun DIY books with 
beautiful items to make by hand.

We want to thank you for choosing to shop locally and for shopping with us at river’s 
end. Especially in today’s world — where most every retail business has its challenges 
and is vulnerable to online merchants — we remain grateful to people like you who 
value fairness, understand the importance of a strong local economy, and support local 
businesses like ours who reinvest in our community.

Enjoy these last days of summer! We hope to see you soon!

 KEEPING IT LOCAL!DOING OUR PART
TO KEEP AMERICA 
INTERESTING

Mindy Ostrow & Bill Reilly, Owners
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Love Takes Center Stage
Love Letters
Between her reputation as a knitter and author with more
than 100 million books in print in 23 languages, Debbie
Macomber has quite the following. Her legions of fans
won’t be disappointed with her latest novel, Love Letters
($26, Ballantine, 9780553391138), set at Cedar Cove’s
Rose Harbor Inn. Three visitors arrive at the inn, intent to
set out on new paths — much like proprietor Jo Marie.
Can a well-timed love letter inspire hope and mend a bro-
ken heart? Macomber reveals the courage it takes to be
vulnerable, accepting, and open to love in this enchanting
story.

Sweet Spot
It’s love at first sight when baseball superstar Chase
Walker first meets the entrepreneurial Amanda at her
restaurant. Amanda has no interest in competing with the
herd of stick-thin women chasing after Chase, but discov-
ers that he really isn’t interested in playing the field. When
Amanda finds a few of Chase’s sexy and very secret pre-
game rituals to be a turn-on, she becomes his number one
fan — until a tabloid discovers the truth. Sweet Spot
($26.99, Wm. Morrow, 9780062234810) is a delightful fol-
low-up to Stephanie Evanovich’s best-selling debut, Big
Girl Panties.

Fast Track
Cordelia Kane has always been a daddy’s girl. So when he
has a serious heart attack, Cordelia is devastated, even
more so when he reveals the shocking truth about her
mother. Hotel magnate Alden Madison, oblivious to the
fact that Cordelia has had a crush on him, is railroaded
into helping her seek out her mother for the answers to
her questions. Sparks fly and a volatile family drama
ensues in Fast Track ($26.95, Dutton, 9780525954453), yet
another romantic thriller from best-selling author Julie
Garwood. 

One Plus One
Ever since the debut of Me Before You, Jojo Moyes has
captivated readers and reviewers alike. In her new “oppo-
sites attract” love story, One Plus One ($27.95, Pamela
Dorman, 9780525426585), Jess and her children need a
knight in shining armor to rescue them. But the “knight”
turns out to be the geeky Ed, an obnoxious tech million-
aire whose vacation home Jess happens to clean. You’ll
laugh, you’ll weep, and when you flip the last page, you’ll
want to start all over again!

Big Little Lies
Three women in a small beachside community are each at a
crossroads, albeit for different reasons. Madeline’s teenage
daughter is more enamored of her ex-husband and his new
wife; Celeste is flustered by her rambunctious twin boys; and
Jane — so young that another mother mistakes her for the
nanny — harbors secret doubts about her son. In Big Little
Lies ($26.95, Amy Einhorn, 9780399167065), bestselling
author Liane Moriarty knows a thing or two about ex-hus-
bands and second wives, mothers and daughters, schoolyard
scandal, and the dangerous little lies we tell ourselves just to
survive.

The Girls of August
Every August, four women would gather together to spend
a week at the beach, renting a new house each year. The rit-
ual began when they were in their twenties and their hus-
bands were in medical school, and became a mainstay of
every summer thereafter. Their only criteria were ocean-
front and isolation, with a desire to strengthen their far-
flung friendships. But when one dies tragically, the group
slowly drifts apart. Years later, a new marriage reunites
them in The Girls of August ($27, Grand Central,
9780446527958), where startling discoveries will change
them in ways they never expected. Anne Rivers Siddons’s
19th novel is a classic beach-read!

Colorless Tsukuru Tazaki 
and His Years of Pilgrimage
When Haruki Murakami’s latest novel was released in
Japan, it sold more than a million copies in the first week
alone. On August 12th, it will be our turn to be engrossed in
this story of one man’s attempt to overcome a colorless and
empty life by reuniting with high school friends to find out
why they had shunned him years earlier. Colorless Tsukuru
Tazaki and His Years of Pilgrimage ($25.95, Knopf,
9780385352109) finds Tazaki coming to terms with buried
emotions and missed opportunities.

Close Your Eyes, Hold Hands
Many of Chris Bohjalian’s previous novels, like Midwives,
Skeletons at the Feast, and The Sandcastle Girls, have trans-
ported us to another place and time. But his latest, Close
Your Eyes, Hold Hands ($25.95, Doubleday, 9780385534833),
narrated by a teenage runaway, is heartbreaking and wildly
inventive. Emily Shepard believes that she is the daughter of
the most hated man in America, after he might have been
responsible for the cataclysmic meltdown of a nuclear power
plant. She assumes a new identity inspired by Emily
Dickinson, but can’t outrun her past in this story of loss,
adventure, and the search for friendship in the wake of
catastrophe.
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Fortune Hunter
Daisy Goodwin brings us an irresistible story of the
public lives and private longings of grand historical fig-
ures in Fortune Hunter ($26.99, St. Martin’s Press,
9781250043894). Empress Elizabeth of Austria, known
as “Sisi,” is the Princess Diana of nineteenth-century
Europe. Unfulfilled in her marriage to the older
Emperor Franz Joseph, Sisi finds herself drawn to Bay
Middleton, the finest horseman in England. Indebted
to heiress Charlotte Baird, Capt. Middleton could
jeopardize everyone’s future in this triangle of love. 

The Care and Management of Lies
Best known for her best-selling Maisie Dobbs novels,
Jacqueline Winspear returns with The Care and
Management of Lies ($26.99, Harper, 9780062220509).
Friends since girlhood, Kezia and Thea find the ties
between them to have become strained, in no small
part by Kezia’s imminent marriage to Thea’s brother,
Tom, who runs the family farm. When WWI breaks
out, Tom enlists and heads to the front, while Kezia
struggles to keep her life from unraveling. They hide
their despair in cards and letters filled with stories
woven to bring comfort. Will well-intended lies be of
any use when face-to-face with the enemy?

Lucky Us
Even more affecting than Amy Bloom’s last novel,
Away, Lucky Us ($26, Random House, 9781400067244)
is a fantastically funny novel of love, heartbreak, and
luck. Iris and Eva are two teenaged half-sisters who
journey through 1940s America in search of fame and
fortune. As they venture from small-town Ohio to the
temptations of Hollywood, then on to the jazz clubs
and golden mansions of Long Island, they stumble
through a landscape of big dreams, scandals, betrayals,
and war, meeting unforgettable characters along the
way. Lucky us, indeed!

Wayfaring Stranger
James Lee Burke, the author of 30 previous novels, is
the rare winner of two Edgar Awards, and named
Grand Master by the Mystery Writers of America. His
latest, Wayfaring Stranger ($27.99, Simon & Schuster,
9781476710792), is a sprawling story that takes a young
boy from a chance encounter with Bonnie and Clyde to
the trenches of World War II and the oil fields along

History & Mystery
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the Texas-Louisiana coast. In this morality tale and
thriller rolled into one, we come to know one man’s
struggle to live with integrity in postwar America.

The Secret Place
Detective Stephen Moran is looking to get his foot in
the door of the Dublin Murder Squad when 16-year-old
Holly Mackey brings him a photo of the popular and
handsome Chris Harper, with the inscription “I know
who killed him.” When Moran joins forces with the
abrasive Detective Antoinette Conway, they discover
that the private underworld of the teenage girls at St.
Kilda’s is both mysterious and dangerous. Tana
French’s exploration of friendship and loyalty, The
Secret Place ($27.95, Viking, 9780670026326), shows
why French has deserved every award she’s won.

Sight Unseen
Iris Johansen has once again teamed up with her son
Roy Johansen to bring us Sight Unseen ($27.99, St.
Martin’s Press, 9781250020529), a suspense-filled crime
thriller. Before the experimental surgery that gave her
sight, Kendra Michaels developed her other senses to
an amazing capacity. Law enforcement agencies clamor
for her rare powers of perception and observation, so
it’s hardly a surprise that Kendra is the first to discover
that a traffic accident is actually a murder scene. More
troubling is Kendra’s realization that the murderer con-
siders himself an artist — appreciative of her talents —
who hides behind a mask of sanity, sight unseen.

Keep Your Friends Close
Natty and Sean Wainwright have a rock-solid marriage,
or so it seemed when Natty’s college friend Eve volun-
teers to stay with Sean when Natty rushes to her daugh-
ter’s side as she falls ill on an overseas school trip. Natty
returns, only to find that Sean has fallen in love with
Eve. A mysterious note arrives, suggesting that Eve is a
serial mistress with fatal consequences, forcing Natty to
navigate a treacherous maze of secrets and lies that
threatens her life and the safety of her loved ones. After
Paula Daly’s debut, Just What Kind of Mother Are You?,
Keep Your Friends Close ($25, Grove Press, 978-
0802123206) again shows that she is a new thriller
writer to watch.
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be without an independent 
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Midnight Thief
Growing up on the streets of Forge has taught Kyra how to
get by on her own. Tristam of Brancel is a young Palace
knight who vows to avenge the death of his friend with a
clan of vicious warriors. When a fateful raid throws Kyra
and Tristam together, the two realize that their best chance
for survival — and vengeance — might be to join forces.
As their loyalties are tested to the breaking point, they
learn a startling secret about Kyra’s past that threatens to
reshape both their lives. Livia Blackburne’s debut novel
Midnight Thief ($16.99, Disney Press, 9781423176381) is a
fast-paced fantasy that will keep you wondering about the
future of Forge and its people.

The Young World
A group of young survivors assemble into tightly run tribes
after a mysterious sickness wipes out the rest of the popu-
lation. Jefferson, the reluctant leader of the Washington
Square tribe, and Donna, the girl with whom he’s secretly
in love, have carved out a precarious existence among the
chaos. But when another tribe member discovers a clue
that may hold the cure to the sickness, five teens set out on
a life-altering road trip to save humankind in The Young
World ($19, Little Brown, 9780316226295), a captivating
debut novel — first in a series by Chris Weitz.

Mortal Danger
Edie Kramer has a score to settle with the beautiful people
at Blackbriar Academy. Their cruelty drove her to the
brink of despair, and four months ago, she couldn’t imag-
ine being strong enough to face her senior year. But thanks
to a Faustian compact with the enigmatic Kian, she has the
power to make the bullies pay. Bestselling author Ann
Aguirre (Razorland Trilogy) presents the first installment
in the Immortal Game series, Mortal Danger ($17.99,
Feiwel & Friends, 9781250024640), a murky morass of
devil’s bargains where Edie isn’t sure who — or what —
she can trust. 

Skink — No Surrender
Favorite author Carl Hiaasen first introduced “Skink,” one
of his most iconic and beloved characters, some 25 years
ago. Now, teen readers will get to meet him for the first
time in Skink — No Surrender ($18.99, Knopf, 978-
0375870514). Classic Malley takes off with some guy she
met online to avoid being shipped off to boarding school.
Poor Richard knows his cousin is in trouble before she
does. And Skink, the ragged, one-eyed ex-governor of
Florida, is enough of a renegade to think he can track
Malley down. With Skink at the wheel, the search for a
missing girl is both nail-bitingly tense and laugh-out-
loud funny.

On the Run Funny, Funny
Live from New York
To celebrate the 40th anniversary of “Saturday Night
Live,” bestselling authors James Miller and Tom
Shales have returned to Studio 8H to raucously
reveal a dazzling galaxy of trail-blazing talent. 
Live from New York: The Complete, Uncensored 
History of Saturday Night Live, as Told by Stars,
Writers, and Guests ($30, Little Brown,
9780316295048) is a tremendously fun tribute to an
American cultural icon.

What If? 
Millions of people each week visit xkcd, Randall
Munroe’s wildly popular webcomic, for his hilarious
and informative answers to important questions you
probably never thought to ask. What If?: Serious
Scientific Answers to Absurd Hypothetical Questions
($24, HMH, 9780544272996) is an informative feast
for anyone who loves strange questions and 
ponder the hypothetical answers. Fascinating and
entertaining!

Just My Typo
It’s time to accept the truth: typos are everywhere.
Legal documents are riddled with errors, headlines
of respectable publications are rife with misspellings,
and even your favorite books need a few reprints to
get everything right. In Just My Typo: “Sinning with
the Choir” to “The Untied States” ($11.99, Three
Rivers, 9780385346603), Drummond Moir presents
an irresistible collection of the most humorous, mis-
takenly poignant, and downright awful typos, cele-
brating the humanity of our errors and the timeless-
ness of mistakes.
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Let’s Read Together
If Animals Kissed Good Night
We have our evening rituals, so why shouldn’t
animals have them too? In a cozy bedtime chat
with her mom, a young girl wonders how ani-
mal families might say good night. Would Wolf
and his pup “kiss and then HOWL”? Would
Bear and her cub “Kiss and then GROWL”?
Ann Whitford Paul’s If Animals Kissed Good
Night ($7.99, FSG, 9780374300210) is filled
with whimsical art and playful rhyming verse,
perfect for bedtime snuggles. Ages 3-6

No Nap! Yes Nap!
Dashing from family room to living room, both
on the table and under it, through the kitchen
and even hiding in the laundry basket, mommy
and baby collapse — AT LAST — fast asleep
in a chair. With his retro style, acclaimed artist
Dan Yaccarino captures this hilarious romp in
No Nap! Yes Nap! ($17, Little Brown,
9780316248211) by Margie Palatini, a story
filled with her signature humor and rollicking
sing-song read-along. Ages 2-5

Day Dreamers
Whether cloud-gazing or wandering through a
museum, reading a book or playing in a tide-
pool, the children in Day Dreamers: A Journey
of Imagination ($17.99, RH, 9780385376709)
find themselves in places inhabited by magical
creatures such as dragons, unicorns, griffins,
and jackalopes. Emily Winfield Martin (Dream
Animals) returns with a beautiful picture book
that encourages us to let our imaginations run
free for fantastical day dreams. Ages 3-6

Quest
In another stunning wordless fantasy by Aaron
Becker (Journey), the king emerges from a hid-
den door in a city park, startling two children
taking shelter from the rain. When the king
pushes a map and some strange objects into
their hands, the children get caught up in a
quest to rescue the king and his kingdom from
darkness while illuminating the farthest reach-
es of their imagination. Quest ($15.99,
Candlewick, 9780763665951) is a visually cap-
tivating story. Ages 4-8

The Little School Bus
Hop on the bus! Join Driver Bob, the school bus driv-
er, and his little school bus as they wake early, pick up
the children, and drop them off at school. Then it’s off
to the garage to fix a tail light. Margery Cuyler’s lyrical
text and catchy rhyme, along with Bob Kolar’s bright
pictures, make The Little School Bus ($12.99, Holt,
9780805094350) a perfect choice for little ones who
will soon be riding the bus themselves! Ages 3-6

Bats in the Band
A late-spring night sky fills with bats flocking to a the-
ater, already echoing and booming with delightful
sounds of music. The bats celebrate the rhythm of the
night, and the positive power of music in Bats in the
Band ($17.99, Harcourt, 9780544105690), Brian Lies’s
newest celebration of bats and their dazzling world of
joyous noise and cheer! Ages 4-8

My Pet Book
Most pets are cats and dogs, but what happens when a
boy wants a different kind of pet — one that doesn’t
meow or bark? Bob Staake returns with My Pet Book
($17.99, RH, 9780385373128), an exuberant tale of a
little boy and the pet of his dreams — a story that will
appeal to anyone whose best friends are … books!
Books make the perfect pets, the boy decides, so he
chooses a bright red one. When it goes missing, a live-
ly adventure is in store for readers who love a happy
ending. Soon kids everywhere will wish for a pet book
of their very own. Ages 3-7

Amelia Bedelia Shapes Up
Amelia Bedelia’s friends and classmates all have a par-
ticular sport that they love and are good at. Amelia
Bedelia loves sports and games of all kinds, for differ-
ent reasons. She has fun (and she loves to dribble and
dunk and run home), but she is not the fastest or
strongest or quickest at anything. In the fifth book of
this bestselling series, America’s favorite housekeeper
takes to the field, yoga mat, and the track with hilari-
ous results in Amelia Bedelia Shapes Up ($4.99,
Greenwillow, 9780062333964).
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Gabriel Finley & 
the Raven’s Riddle
How can 11-year-old Gabriel find his missing father,
who seems to have vanished without a trace? With
the help of Paladin — a young raven with whom he
has a magical bond that enables them to become one
creature — he flies to the foreboding land of
Aviopolis, where he must face a series of difficult
challenges and unanswerable riddles that could lead
to his father . . . or to his death. You’ll get lost in
Gabriel Finley & the Raven’s Riddle ($16.99, Schwartz
& Wade, 9780385371032), a fast-paced, rich fantasy
novel by George Hagen. Ages 9-12

Percy Jackson’s Greek Gods
The son of Poseidon has been approached by his
publisher to write all he knows about the Greek
gods and responds with, “Can we do this anony-
mously? Because I don’t need the Olympians mad
at me again.” Percy writes about how the world
was created, gives his personal take on everyone
from Apollo to Zeus and exposes the lying, steal-
ing, backstabbing horror shows and more in
Percy Jackson’s Greek Gods ($24.99, Disney
Press, 9781423183648) by the amazing Rick
Riordan. Ages 10-13

The Shadow Hero
In the comic book boom of the 1940s, a legend was born:
the Green Turtle. He solved crimes and fought injus-
tice… and held a secret identity. Gene Luen Yang brings
back the Green Turtle and creates an origin for the story
in The Shadow Hero ($17.99, First Second,
9781596436978). With artwork by Sonny Lieu, this gor-
geous, funny comic adventure offers a new spin on the
long, rich tradition of American comics lore. Ages 12-18

Hungry
In Thalia’s world, there is no more food and no need
for food, as everyone takes medication to ward off
hunger. Her parents both work for the company that
developed the drugs society consumes to quell any
food cravings, and they live a life of privilege as a
result. When Thalia meets a boy who is part of an
underground movement to bring food back, she real-
izes that there is an entire world outside her own.
H.A. Swain’s Hungry ($16.99, Feiwel & Friends, 978-
1250028297) propels us into a future without food.
Ages 13-18

Go On a Reading Adventure
Life on Mars
Twelve-year-old Arcturus Betelgeuse Chambers comes from a
family of stargazers and his quest to find life on other planets is
unstoppable. But when Arty’s family announces that they’re
moving to Las Vegas, the City of Lights threatens to put an end
to his stargazing dreams forever — especially when he has to
stay with his scary next door neighbor while his parents look for
a house. Jennifer Brown’s Life on Mars ($16.99, Bloomsbury,
9781619632523) is a heartwarming story of true friendship —
earthly or otherwise. Ages 8-12

The Land of Stories
In the third book in Chris Colfer’s bestselling series, the
Brothers Grimm have a warning for the Land of Stories.
Conner Bailey thinks his fairy-tale adventures are behind
him — until he discovers a mysterious clue left by the
famous Brothers Grimm — and sets off on a mission across
Europe to crack a two hundred year old code. Meanwhile,
Alex Bailey is training to become the next Fairy Godmother
with not much success. Can the twins join forces to save the
day? Find out in The Land of Stories: A Grimm Warning ($18,
Little Brown, 9780316406819). Ages 8-12

Warriors Super Edition: 
Bramblestar’s Storm
The Dark Forest has been defeated, and Bramblestar is now
leader of ThunderClan. But the warrior cats must now weath-
er a new kind of storm — or all four Clans will be swept away.
Join the legion of fans who have discovered the epic adven-
tures, fierce warrior cats, and thrilling fantasy world of the
mega-bestselling Warriors series by Erin Hunter. Whether
you’re new to the series or a dedicated fan, Warriors Super
Edition: Bramblestar’s Storm ($18.99, HarperCollins, 978-
0062291431) is a trip into a thrilling fantasy world. Ages 8-11

Family Ties
Kevin Spencer is the glue that holds his family together.
When his wacky relatives decide to have a double wedding in
the backyard, Kevin takes charge. Planning two weddings is
a great way to impress his girlfriend, Tina Zabinski, the Most
Beautiful and Best-Smelling Girl in the World. But as more
and more relatives come to stay, things spiral out of control.
Tying the knot has Kevin tied up in knots in Gary Paulsen’s
laugh-out-loud Family Ties ($12.99, Wendy Lamb,
9780385373807). Ages 9-12
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Unruly Places
Come explore the most extraordinary, off-grid, offbeat
places on the planet in Alastair Bonnett’s Unruly Places ($25,
HMH, 9780544101579), a tour of the planet’s most unlikely
micro-nations, moving villages, secret cities, and no-man’s
lands. Bonnett connects what we see on maps to what’s hap-
pening in the world by looking at the places that are hardest
to pin down: inaccessible zones, improvised settlements,
multiple cities sharing the same space. A great adventure
you can take in the comfort of your own favorite lawn chair!

My Two Italies
Joseph Luzzi, the first American-born child in his Italian
family, became a professor of Italian, yet felt alienated from
his own parents’ roots. There was the Italy of food and art
and the Italy of poverty and superstition in his family’s vil-
lage of Calabria. Travel with Luzzi on his personal journey to
sort out the enduring disconnect between the ideal Italy that
is admired as the center of civilization and the ongoing
forces that shape Italy’s north-south divide and its strange
and fascinating modern history. My Two Italies ($23, FSG,
9780374298692) is an insightful and heart-felt story of con-
nection and identity.

Shadows in the Vineyard
In 2010, Aubert de Villaine, the famed proprietor of the
Domaine de la Romanee Conti, the tiny, storied vineyard
that produces the most expensive and exquisite wines in the
world, received an anonymous note threatening the destruc-
tion of his priceless wines by poison. Villaine believed it to
be a sick joke, but that proved a fatal miscalculation as the
ensuing crime shocked this fabled region of France. In
Shadows in the Vineyard ($27, Twelve, 9781455516100),
award-winning journalist Maximillian Potter takes us deep
into a world full of fascinating characters, small-town French
politics, and a local culture defined by excess, vitality and the
deep reverent attention to the land.

It’s Not Love, It’s Just Paris
In Patricia Engel’s novel, Lita del Cielo has been granted
one year to pursue her studies in Paris before returning to
work in the family business. She moves into a gently crum-
bling Left Bank mansion known as “The House of Stars,”
where the spirited but bedridden Countess Seraphine rents
out rooms to young women visiting Paris to work, study, and,
unofficially, to find love. Now available in paperback, It’s Not
Love, It’s Just Paris ($16, Grove, 9780802122698) is a portrait
of a Paris caught between old world grandeur and the inter-
national greenblood elite, and an exploration of one
woman’s journey to distinguish honesty from artifice and lay
claim to her own life.

Fascinating World
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Travels with Casey
“I don’t think my dog likes me very much,” New York Times
Magazine writer Benoit Denizet-Lewis confesses at the
beginning of his journey with his nine-year-old Labrador-
mix, Casey. Over the next four months, thirty-two states, and
13,000 miles in a rented motor home, Denizet-Lewis and his
canine companion attempt to pay tribute to the most power-
ful interspecies bond there is, in the country with the highest
rate of dog ownership in the world. Travels with Casey ($26,
S&S, 9781439146934) is an adventure, a love story, and a
clear-eyed look at the relationships between humans and
their furry companions.

The Owl Who Liked Sitting on Caesar
Martin Windrow was a war historian with little experience
with pets when he adopted an owl the size of a corncob.
Adorable but with knife-sharp talons, Mumble learned to
speak and fly and adapt to her unusual life. In this charming
and unusual love story that lasted fifteen years, Windrow
shares sketches, photos, journal entries, and his most fasci-
nating tale of life with his adored tawny owl in The Owl Who
Liked Sitting on Caesar ($26, FSG, 9780374228460).

The Language of Food
Travel through the world of language, history and food with
Stanford University professor Dan Jurafsky in The Language
of Food: A Linguist Reads the Menu ($26.95, W.W. Norton,
9780393240832). We discover a surprising history of culinary
exchange — a sharing of ideas and culture as much as shar-
ing ingredients and flavors — in this extraordinary and
delightful work peppered with knowledge and wit.

Available
7/29

Available
8/12

Available
9/15

The journey of 
a lifetime starts
with the turning
of a page.

- Rachel Anders



Big Questions
The Nixon Defense
Watergate forever changed American politics, and in light
of the revelations about the NSA’s widespread surveil-
lance program, the scandal has taken on new significance.
Former White House Counsel John W. Dean draws on his
own transcripts of almost a thousand conversations, a
wealth of Nixon’s secretly recorded information and doc-
uments to provide the definitive answer to the question:
What did President Nixon know and when did he know it?
In what will stand as the most authoritative account of one
of America’s worst political scandals, The Nixon Defense
($35, Viking, 9780670025367) shows how the disastrous
mistakes of Watergate could have been avoided and offers
a cautionary tale for our own time.

The Nixon Tapes
President Nixon’s voice-activated taping system captured
every word spoken in the Oval Office, Cabinet Room,
and other key locations in the White House, and at
Camp David — 3,700 hours of recordings between 1971
and 1973. Yet less than 5% of them have been tran-
scribed, until now. Thanks to Professor Luke Nichter’s
work in transcribing the tapes, The Nixon Tapes ($35,
HMH, 978-0544274150) provides a never-before-seen
glimpse into a flawed president’s hubris, paranoia, and
political genius.

Before the First Shots Are Fired
For the better part of the last half century, the U.S. has been the World’s Police,
claiming to defend ideologies, allies, and our national security through brute force.
But is military action always the most appropriate response? Drawing on his vast
experience, from combat in Vietnam to peacekeeping in Somalia, to war games in
Washington, DC and negotiations with former rebels in the Philippines, retired

four-star General Tony Zinni argues that we have a lot of
work to do to make the process of going to war — or not —
more clear-eyed and ultimately successful. Before the First
Shots Are Fired ($27, Palgrave, 9781137279385) is a hard-
hitting analysis of the history of America’s use of military
action and a spirited call for change.

The Impulse Society
Paul Roberts (The End of Oil and The End of Food) now
turns his attention to how our entire socioeconomic system
has become one giant engine devoted to the selfish, short-
term impulses of individuals, CEOs and politicians —
while ignoring the pressing, long-term needs of society —
in The Impulse Society ($28, Bloomsbury, 9781608198146).
Roberts calls for us to question our collective obsession
with “maximizing returns” regardless of social impacts to
make choices that create a path to a different and brighter
future.

Unretirement
Humans have always found meaning and motivation in work
and community, and the boomer generation, poised to live
longer in better health than any before, is already discover-
ing “unretirement.” Their wisdom and experience — even
more so, their continued earnings — will enrich the
American workplace, treasury, and our whole society in the
decades to come. Economics editor Chris Farrell
(Marketplace Money) explains this seismic change and pro-
vides key insights and practical advice for boomers about to
navigate this exciting new frontier in Unretirement ($26,
Bloomsbury, 9781620401576).
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Available
7/29

Available
9/2

Available
9/2

Available
9/2

Available
7/29

Agent Storm
Morten Storm was an unlikely Jihadi. A six-foot-one
red-haired Dane, Storm spent his teens in and out of
trouble, converted to Islam, then attended a militant
madrasah in Yemen, even named his son Osama and
became close friends with Anwar al-Awlaki. In Agent
Storm ($26, Atlantic Monthly, 9780802123145), he
takes us inside the jihadist world and we get a look at
his dangerous life undercover as a double agent for
the American, British, and Danish intelligence agen-
cies in this real-life espionage tale.

A Spy Among Friends
Kim Philby was the greatest spy in history, a brilliant
and charming man who rose to head Britain’s counter-
intelligence against the Soviet Union during the height
of the Cold War — while he was secretly working for
the enemy. Master storyteller Ben Macintyre offers the
true story of a WWII double-agent in A Spy Among
Friends ($27, Crown, 9780804136631), filled with heart-
pounding suspense and keen psychological insight.
Avail. 7/29

Available
9/2

Available
7/29



Wild Things to Sew & Wear
Halloween is around the corner, yet children will want
to wear these simple, bold, and playful clothes any day.
Learn how to create adorable wearables in the shape
of woodland animals, wild animals, and farm animals
in Wild Things to Sew & Wear ($22.99, Griffin,
9781250049506) by Molly Goodall. A bonus CD with
patterns along with tips and ideas make the designs
suitable for all skill levels.

The Belle and Boo 
Book of Crafts 
Artist Mandy Sutcliffe, known for her nostalgic
storybook-style illustrations for children, has cre-
ated Belle, an adorable little girl who spends her
days playing with her faithful friend and confidant,
a pet rabbit named Boo. In The Belle and Boo Book
of Crafts ($24.95, Roost, 9781611801828), you’ll
find 25 one-of-a-kind projects — like a tooth fairy
pillow for your child’s room or an explorer’s
satchel for outdoor excursions — to bring more
magic and make-believe into our lives.

Dinner: The Playbook
When Jenny Rosenstrach’s kids were little, her dinner
rotation looked like this: Pasta, Pizza, Pasta, Burgers,
Pasta. She missed her pre-kid time in the kitchen cook-
ing more creatively. She and her husband, Andy, —
with the crazy schedules of two working parents —
decided to embark on a family adventure: cook thirty
new dishes in a single month. In Dinner: The Playbook
($20, Ballantine, 9780345549808), you’ll read her story
as well as get weekly meal plans, organizing tips, and
more than eighty kid-vetted recipes.

A Beautiful Mess 
Happy Handmade Home
Step inside the homes of Elsie Larson and Emma
Chapman, the sisters from the popular style blog A
Beautiful Mess, to discover more than 100 DIY ideas
with an upbeat spirit and modern style. You’ll have fun
learning how to make mismatched furniture work, how
to hang the perfect gallery wall, create a hand-lettered
statement wall featuring your favorite quote — and
much more in A Beautiful Mess Happy Handmade Home:
A Room-by-Room Guide to Painting, Crafting, and
Decorating a Cheerful, More Inspiring Space ($21.99,
Potter Style, 9780770434052).

The Fabric of Our Lives
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The Grain Brain Cookbook
Dr. David Perlmutter’s groundbreaking bestseller
Grain Brain revolutionized the way we think about our
health. The Grain Brain Cookbook ($30, Little Brown,
9780316334259) presents more than 150 delectable
gluten-free recipes to keep your brain vibrant and your
body fit, all while dramatically reducing your risk for —
and treating — Alzheimer’s, depression, ADHD, and
epilepsy, as well as relieving more common, everyday
conditions like chronic headaches, insomnia, anxiety,
and “senior moments” of forgetfulness. Eat well and be
well.

The New Puberty
The coming-of-age experience has changed dramatically,
with girls maturing sooner than ever. Why are girls devel-
oping earlier than they did a generation ago and what are
the potential physical and emotional consequences?
Physicians Louise Greenspan and Julianna Deardorff
present their research and help parents, coaches, teach-
ers, and family members help girls move forward with
confidence in The New Puberty ($26.95, Rodale, 978-
1623363420), ensuring their optimal health and happi-
ness for the future.

Love Cycles
“Passion always peters out.” “Beware the seven-year itch.”
“The honeymoon is over once reality sets in.” These
notions may be clichés, but they have kernels of truth. Yet
there is a way to read and navigate these times to build
long-term love. In Love Cycles ($14.95, NWL,
9781608683000), veteran couples therapist Linda Carroll
shows how to find your way to an authentic intimate rela-
tionship by joyfully and honestly embracing inner personal
development and mastering the five essential stages of love
as a reward and prerequisite for whole-hearted loving.

My Family and Other Hazards
When June Melby was ten years old, her parents whimsi-
cally decided to buy a miniature golf course in the small
Wisconsin town where they vacationed every summer. In
My Family and Other Hazards ($25, Holt, 9780805098310),
Melby recreates all the squabbling, confusion, and ulti-
mate triumph of one family’s quest to build something
together, and in so doing, brings to life the joys of one of
America’s favorite pastimes. A funny, heart-warming
memoir about saying good-bye to your childhood home.

Available
9/9

Available
9/9

Available
9/9Available

9/16

Available
8/26

Available
8/26



What We’re Reading

BANNA
Positive: Surviving My Bullies, Finding Hope, and 
Changing the World
In the recent fl ood of books about 
bullying, Positive: Surviving My Bullies, 
Finding Hope, and Changing the World 
($18.99, HarperCollins, 9780062342515) 
is a stand-out. Cheerleader, musician, 

top student, and pageant-winner Paige Rawl has been 
HIV positive from birth. Telling her middle-school best 
friend set in motion a torrent of bigotry and abuse. Her 
mother was unfailingly supportive, but for a long time 
every adult who should have stepped up to help turned a 
deaf ear, or worse, to her plight. But Rawl, an extraordinary young woman, 
prevails. This excellent book should be required reading for all middle-
school and high school students, parents, administrators, and counselors. 
Avail. 8/26

CLARE
Rooms 
The old adage “if walls could talk” has 
never had more resonance. When her 
father Richard dies, Minna, her brother 
Trenton, their mother Caroline, and 
Minna’s daughter Amy, go back to 
Richard’s house to clean it out. They 

soon uncover more secrets than they had bargained for 
among the dust bunnies. Lauren Oliver’s page-turner 
Rooms ($25.99, Ecco, 9780062223197) will have you hooked until the very 
end. Avail. 9/23

CONNOR
� e League of Seven 
Many recall the myths and tales 
of monsters as just stories, but the 
Septemberist Society knows the 
truth. They know that the immortal 
Mangleborn who are imprisoned 
beneath the earth will escape, given 

any opportunity. Young Archie Dent’s trip to the 
Septemberist headquarters quickly turns sour and he 
fi nds himself at the center of the battle against the rise of the Mangleborn. 
Alan Gratz weaves a whimsical tale of magic and machine in this 
fantastical steampunk novel - The League of Seven ($16.99, Starscape, 
9780765338228). Avail. 8/19

DEBO� H
Dear Commi� ee Members
The dishes can soak, the lawn can wait. 
Grab a drink, sit down, and read this 
hilarious new book by Julie Schumacher! 
Jason T. Fitger has written more than 
1300 letters of recommendation, and 
the requests just keep on coming. What 

letters can a guy who is bored, frustrated, and at the end-
of-his rope write! By turns funny, sarcastic, perceptive, 
charming, whiny, revealing and always, always witty, Dear 
Committee Members ($22.95, Doubleday, 9780385538138) 
is the book that will have you saying, “I’ve got so much to do! Just one 
more letter. Just one more ….” Avail. 8/19

ALECIA
Season of Dragon� ies
The fi rst novel by Sarah Creech brings 
us a whole new world of magic and 
power. Willow, who has run a successful 
perfume company alone for decades, 
is now losing her memory and needs 
a successor. Will Mya, one of her two 

daughters who has been involved in the family business 
for a long time, be the obvious choice? Or perhaps 
Lucia, Willow’s other daughter, who possesses untapped 
natural ability? While determining her successor, 
another problem arises. The powers of the secret fl ower used in the 
perfumes are changing, and Willow and her daughters must fi nd out why 
before the company fails. Season of Dragonfl ies ($25.99, William Morrow, 
9780062307521) is fi lled with unexpected wonder and fascination. The 
perfect read for anyone who wants to get lost in a book. Avail. 8/12

TA� 
� e Un� nished Life of Addison Stone: A Novel
This new work of fi ction, The Unfi nished 
Life of Addison Stone: A Novel ($17.99, 
Soho Teen, 9781616953607), from 
acclaimed author Adele Griffi n is like 
nothing I have ever read. The life of 
Addison Stone is portrayed through 

various anecdotes from those who loved and hated the 
young troubled but talented artist. Griffi n’s interviews of 
those closest to Addison allow the reader to experience 
getting to know a person solely through the opinions of 
others, the consequences that brings, and the realization that, as a society, 
we judge celebrities on similar anecdotes from the media every day. This 
wonderful docu-fi ction is a beautifully illustrated recounting of the life of 
Addison Stone and the fans who want the real story of her death. Avail. 8/12
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the river’s end bookstore
19 west bridge street

oswego, ny 13126Phone: 315-342-0077

Upcoming Events • Readings & Signings

the river’s end bookstore continues to add events. For the latest details, visit riversendbookstore.com

BOOK LAUNCH PARTY FOR WATERSHED
BY LAURA DONNELLY

Friday, September 5 @ 7:00 pm

Laura Donnelly’s poems listen closely to small moments 
and gestures – a change in weather, a music note’s echo – 
and use these to explore bigger questions of identity and 
culture. In Watershed, she examines the often-overlooked 
work and experiences of women’s lives – from her 
mother studying Darwin’s fi nches to the challenges faced 
by women artists like Fanny Mendelssohn and Clara 
Schumann.

Watershed won the 2013 Cider Press Review Editors Prize. 
Donnelly is also the author of a chapbook, Nocturne – 
Schumann’s Letters, published by Finishing Line Press. 
Originally trained as a classical pianist, she received her 
M.F.A. in poetry from Purdue University and her Ph.D. in 
creative writing from Western Michigan University. Her 
poems have appeared in Cimarron Review,CutBank,Flyway, 
DIAGRAM, PANK, and Poetry East, among other journals. 
A former Editor-in-Chief of the national literary journal 
Third Coast, Donnelly is an assistant professor of English 
and creative writing at State University of New York at 
Oswego.

BOOK LAUNCH PARTY FOR YOU ARE FREE TO GO
BY SARAH YAW

Thursday, September 11 @ 7:00 pm

In Sarah Yaw’s debut novel, we learn that 
Moses and Jorge will never leave Hardenberg 
Correctional Facility. Outside its walls, Gina, 
Shell, and Ellen will never escape its infl uence, 
or the way it tethers them to one another. When 
Jorge dies in his cell, lives within and beyond the 
prison walls are upended, testing the boundaries 
we all draw to keep the good in, the hurtful out.

Sarah Yaw, Cayuga Community College faculty member 
and Auburn native, received an MFA degree in fi ction 
from Sarah Lawrence College. She has been a member 
of the Cayuga faculty since 2006 where she has worked 
as a writing specialist, championed regional efforts to 
support student veterans, and worked collaboratively 
with area high schools. You Are Free To Go received 
Engine Books’ 2013 Novel Prize. 
Pre-order your copy at the river’s end and get ready for a 
great party!

JOIN US FOR ANOTHER CELEBRATION
OF LOCAL AUTHORS!
Saturday, September 13 @ 4:00 pm

Matthew J. Glavin 
Adirondack Treasure

Alyshia Hull 
Visionary

Jeanne Selander Miller 
� e Healing Path Home

Stephen Schottenfeld 
Blu�  City Pawn

Michael Wyant 
Immortal – Sunderling Trilogy

Photo by Anne Fishbein

Celebrating the 
pap erback release of 
Let’s Explore Diabetes 

with Owls.

For information, visit
 www.riversendbookstore.com.

pap erback release of 
Let’s Explore Diabetes 

For information, visit
 www.riversendbookstore.com.

SAVE THE DATE!
AN EVENING WITH

DAVID SEDARIS

Tickets available
through Ticketmaster.

Thursday, October 16 @ 7:30 pm
Presented by WRVO

Oncenter Crouse Hinds Theater


